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I 

 

Under summer shadow  

of the comforting oak 

 

we drift,  

enveloped in warmth,  

 

ravens spiraling, primary feathers 

thrusting skyward, flamenco dancer fans 

disappearing against the blue. 

 

Summertime seeps like water 

rolling off plump rounded bodies of raspberries, 

sweet things bending to memory: 

 

afternoons we spent as children 

stretching into age, 

dressing in dim stardust. 

 

II 

 

Twin white pinnacles 

thrust their spires 

through lowering El Greco skies, 

 

thin streams of sunlight 

dancing from tree branches, yellow jackets 

swamping fountains of blue water. 

 

We look up, remember  

day after day of rain, 

and recognize 

the season has changed. 

 

No sound, no sense of being, 

no movement of air, 

 

just the falling away forever, 

one petal, then another, 

 

fragments out of time, 

incongruous 

against the cityscape,  



the cafés and theaters,   

hardware stores. 

 

III 

 

Rotation of clouds 

through high atmosphere, 

the vivid, vital force of winter: 

 

Willow trees touched by arctic winds 

transform to fountains of thin, silver glass. 

 

Weighted with ice, power lines  

dip, sway, ring like plucked strings. 

 

Then freshly fallen snow remakes everything 

in pristine softness, smooth and deep. 

 

Another December skating party, 

another white sky gone gray.   

 

Teased by tropical dreams 

of January thaw, we trod  

through a month-long inversion, 

remind ourselves  

it’s temporary. 

 

IV 

 

We want to hold a sign  

saying  

DO NOT ENTER, 

 

because sometimes 

the world can hang so heavy. 

 

Instead, we  

hold one saying  

WELCOME  

to this new season of serenity. 

 

We hold a place for those 

who arrive,  

never questioning their right  

to stay. 

 

We don’t know how they felt, 

those who came before us,  

though we’ve sat on the same  

screened porch 

 



watching red maples scatter long rays 

of the setting sun 

 

until the trees outside our windows 

grow heavy with snow  

and a longing for spring.  

 

V 

 

Hear the spring birds 

twinkling in the branches, 

their voices like starlight. 

 

See the crocus forcing its bright candle,  

see the willow goldening. 

 

Barren boughs of March  

host little ripples of bud-break,  

sweet green progeny glimmering 

against a calico sky. 

 

How tall, how resilient 

the sea of tree tops in April,  

interlaced branches, everything green, 

 

then blossoms. Blossoms alive 

with the warm, wet buzzing of bees. 

 

When they’re through, we look up in surprise 

at the petalfall.  

 

 

VI 

 

Here on the river’s edge 

the trees are heavy with contentment, 

arching their thick leafy arms over berries 

and sedge, shading the supple grass. 

 

Summer sun lights up the mountains, 

unfurls weathered scrolls of recall. 

 

It’s then we realize and maintain  

everything is beautiful. 

 

Morning light raises the faces of sunflowers,  

the stubborn ones Nature loves, 

the willful seeds, determined roots. 

The flowers lean, the sun moves on 

not looking back or down. 

 



Meanwhile, there’s no fear 

of being left behind, no angry spirits  

pointing spears, 

just the endpoint of Eternity 

in sapphire skies. 

 

So little is expected 

to fly through to joy. 
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